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#2 EE underwritten Neighbou ts 't6 
Nags Mr. 7oby Allein Citizen. of the 
WAYS Citie of Exeter, having for ſeve- 
Cs ral years now Laſh paſt ad know- 
ledge of him 3 Do bear Teſtimony that he 
is of good name and. reputation, . well e- 
ſteemed of, and. beloved for his godly.can- 
verfation, and his honeſt and Guſt dealings 
towards men, to Whoſe words. credit 1s 
given, and his aCtions well reſented, And 
Path been intruſted with, and executed the 
publique Office of one of the Stewards or 
Balieffs within the ſaid Citie, eleced there- 
., untobythe Major and Common Counſel of 

| theſame, And alwayes wel-affected to the 
 Common-Wealth, and very active in, and 
| as Cyptain raiſed a Company for His High- 


neſſe ſervice. 


— 


| 3 James Pearſe,Major. 
Henry Priege, Sheriff. | b 
| Thomas Weſtlakes, Town-Clerk of the ſaidCiry. 
| l" 3-6, 2.» 8 Thomas Ford Alderman. 
| James Marſhall. ' Simoiz8now Alderman. 
| Chriſtopher Clarke, juni. James Gonld Alderman. 
Bernard Bartlet. Ralph Herman Alderman. 
Jobn Pym IT Richard Evans Alderman: 
Williani Bruczz Richard Crojſing Alderman. 
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Jobr Aclaud Nicolas Broking Alderman 


Walter. Holditch. Richard Sweet Alderman: | 


Thomas Tacke. © Henry Gaudy Receiver 


Joins Gupur Ul. Stewards of the Citie of 


Star. 
William Pynny. 


Edward Anthony. 
William Pyne. 
-» - William —_ 
- Henry Mills Notary Publique. 
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To the Reader, 


 Courteous Reader, 

s F never deſerved, ſo Tnever deſired to be in 
A Print 5 But neceſſity that knows no law, hath 
compelled me 5 And that T hope may be a ſufficiext 
excuſe for me,T amthe husband of one of thoſe poor 
women whom Mr. Lewis Stucley and his Church 
in Exon; ( aſmuch as inthem lay ) lately deliver- 
ed unto Satan, And not content, by that unrighte- 
ous cenſure, to defame her, Mr. Thomas Mall, 
(aſſiſtant to the ſaid Church hath ſence (queſtion- 
leſs with Mr. Stucieys conſent and privitie) pub- 
lifed the notes of the Sermon (preached upon that 
occaſion, and at that very time) to ſpread thoſe 


- falſe Reports they have raiſed, as far as poſſible 


they can, The Sence of thes diſhonor, and Reproach 
upon my Wife and my ſelf in her, hath occaſioned 
me to make a true report of all tranſadtions of 
theirs in and about that matter, So to vindi- 
cate my neareſt relation, and undeceive thoſe 
who otherwiſe are in danger of believing lies. 


1.3 ſoall not trouble the Reader with Maſter Malls 


mpertinent quotations of many learned and reve- 
rend men, becauſe what he: {1th from them, is no+ 
thing to our purpoſe. t The queſtion is not what 

ef 3 Exconts 
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Excommunication is, or whether a particul:- 
"Church may excommunicate, or (if it be) let the 
Learned ſpute zt ) The onely _ 7, whe- 
ther Mr. Stucley and his Church have walked by 
the rule of Chriſt, in the A plication of that Cen- 
ſure to theſe perſons 5 Anat his I deny, and ſaw, ! 
there were no crimes proved that might argue the 
partic guilty, or Libnine ſuch a Cenſure, in the 
judgement of any impartial and underſtanding 
men, and their unblamable walkings before, and 
ſince, may juſtly challenge Mr. Stucley, and his 
Charch to anſwer what they have done, before the { 
Tribunal of him, who. ſhall judge the World in | 
righteouſneſſe. For this 1 appeal to all that ſhall 
be pleaſed to exerciſe thcir patience in pernſing the | 
following Narrative toget her with thoſe ſhort ob-), P* 
ſeruations that T have made upon ſuch ſad paſſager n 
in-My. Stucleys Sermon, as have an odious refle- di 
Fion upon the cenſured parties beyond all truth | W 
aud reaſon. I fhall no longer detain the Reader, | V' 
but onely defire him to conſider impartially of 


- 


what is here offered and judge accerdinely. Gl 
| Thine and the truths friend | 
Exon. May IO. 1658. | [-'M 
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"NARRATIVE. 
a == F2 Bout the year 1648. the Ordi- 
Fa Ba nances of Chriſt , being all of 
Ta We them adminiſtred by Mr. Marke 
be [ PD Downe in his Church at Exeter, 
in { RVs 1. and my wite conſidering with 
it * *-# ur ſelves, that for the ſpace of 
}| two or three years then laſt paſt we had not 


þ.z partak't of the Lords Supper, and being de- 
* firousto partake thereof, we thought it our 


dutie to endeavor to be admitted to joyne” 

with that Church in that Ordinance, and ha- 

ving made our addreſſes, we were ( after exa- 

' mination) admitted ,; and did partake in all 
ordinances with them. 

About two years after , Mr. Stucley begin- 


| ning to gather a Church in Exeter in the con- 


gregational way , A friend of ours, telling: 


| uswhat purity of Ordinances and excellent 


| Adminiſtrations rhey had amongſt them, even' 


| to admiration, And deliring me to ride to 


Bideford to behold the Goſpel-order they had 
in Mr. William Bartlets Church there , and the 
A 3 CX= 


ponragaſ 
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ort of purer ordinances and admini 


fired our friend to propoſe us to Ar. Stucleys 
congregation for our reception ; which he 
did accordingly , And upon notice from him 
atthe day appointed, we preſented our ſelves 
at their:meeting , 'And (| being deſired) we 
ſpake our experiences, and ſo were difmiſled 
until another time, when we were ſent for 


by them ,* and accordingly came , and were | 


admittad ; and continued in fellowſhip with 
them about four years, After which time du- 
ring our ſaid fellowſhip: There was a Petition, 
in the name of the Church, brought to m 

houſe for me to ſigne, The ſubſtance of which 


was to pray the Lord Protet/or not to accept of | 


the Kingly Office, And it was ſaid , there was 


aclauſe init, to_ pray the Lord Protedor to . 


diflolve the Parliament; Whereupon T roldthe 
party that brought it , That the Parliament 
were. wiſe enough for ſtate-affairs , with 
which they were intruſted, And for me: or 
any prrvate perſon, to medle with ſuch great 
matters, were very fooliſhneſs , and fo refu- 


ſed toligneit 3 The party that. brought this ' 


petition told-me, that it was to be ſigned only 
y ſeven'of the Church in the name of the 
whole 3 And accordingly it Was ſigned by: 
« | {one 


excellent manner of IV; iradcs of the or] 
eſs by him , we being by this ou TY 

l In! rations,” 
rapt up intoa fools: paradiſe, forthwith de- 


_———— 
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| ſomefew of the Church, and ſent up; others 
| of the: Church not knowing thereof, until 
| therumor thereof was ſpread about the whole 


| 


* not but vent her ſelf a little . 


City,” The which my wite obſerving, ſaid, 
This 1s no faire dealing, and deſired me to 
be warte what I did. This being the firſt diſre- 
liſh my wife had of their proceedings, it was 
ſeconded by a friend that came to my houſe, 
who asked me whether I had ſigned the Petiti- 
on that the Church had ſent up? To whom 
Lanſwered , I had not, he replyedTam glad 
withall my heart you did not, for ( ſaid he ) 
there is that inthe Perition for which ſome 


* eminent Stateſ-men have loſt their heads,and 


faid , It was judged by the long Parliament 
tobe Treaſon for any one to Counſel or per- 
fwade the King to dillolve the Parliament, 
as you may ſee in the Caſes of the Arch- 


biſhop, and Strafford. My wife hearing this 


diſcourſe, her heart began to non could 
aying, that ſhee 

teared the Church carried on ſome particular 
mans intereſt, and begged me T would be ex- 
ceeding warie what I did, and have reſpe&t 
tomy ſelf, her, andour children ; But yet 
(astothe Church was verie quiet ) the next 
time that we went to the Churchaneeting, 
was a day of prayer 5 At which time , one a- 
mong[t the reſt prayed much after the rate of 
the Petition 3 And had this paſſage concer- 
| ning 
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ning the Lord ProteFor: Lord humble him, 
what would he have? Is he not high enough 


already? And a great deale more of ſuch| 


ftuff, when I and my wife came home, ſhe 
asked me how I liked thoſe paſſages, and ſaid 
me thinks it 1s like Afr. Feaks praying ; 1 
anſwered her, -and ſaid, If he pray ſo again, 
F will never hear him more : Hereupon m 

wife began to flagg in her affetion toward 

their way , and now every thing that wasa- 
mille began to be thought on by her ,, and in 
particular, the 2xpreſſions of ſome of their 
members, who, in making out their exper- 
ences at their admiſſions, ſpake of ſuch fins 


as. are not to be named , which thing ſhee | 


faid bordred toq nigh Auriculer confeſſion. 
The next time my wite went to the meeting 
was a day appointed by the Church for 
thankſgiving, for that God was pleaſed to 
prevent ſome inſurre@ion by the fift-Monar- 
hy-men, and for that the Lord Protetor would 
not accept the Kingly office, when ſhee had 
waited Jong at the place, the- people were 
difiniſt without doing any thing for that time, 
for that the Lord ProteFor had Sow given but 
his firſt negative anſwer, My wife returned 


home much diicontented that I had not told ' 


her the occaſion of that dayes nieeting before 
ſhee went , and faid, that for her part, ſhee 
apprehended that ſome of them did carry on 
a ſelfiſh carnal deſigne. After 
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-- After this there was a Coverianc brought 
intothe Church , to be debated in order to 
the taking thereof, and all or a great part 
thereof was aſſented unto by them ; But my 


| wife having a Copy thereof from the Elder, 


ſlice utterly diflik*t 1t , eſpecially , two per- 


 tieulars thereinz The one whereof wasa Ty- 


ing of them up wholly to hear them when 
they preach't, and no other without their 
leave; and the other was, that we were to 
expe; a greater bleſſing from God on their 
Miniſtry then any others. 

All theſe particulars being laid together 
madeſuch impreſſions on her thoughts, that 


" ſheerelolved , not to joyne any longer with 


them on ſuch termes, or in the manner as 
formerly , But forthwith went and joyned 


herſelf to Mr. Marke Downes Church from 


whence ſhee formerly departed , profeſiing 
her hearty ſorrow for her departure thence , 
and ſaying , ſhee was perſwaded the Lord had 
manifeſted his diſpleaſure againſt her for the 
lame, which ſhee apprehended by reaſon of 
thoſe many viſitations on her ſelf, and the 
death of her children 3 The Thurſday next 
before the Sacrament at 4r. Stucleys Church,I 
did notwithſtanding deſire her to go with 
metothe meeting in way of ppm there- 
unto, but ſhee refuſed , alleadging the rea- 
ſons before mentioned 3 whereupon one of 
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Mr. Stecleys Church , that was likewiſe abſent 
from the meeting , ſeeing my wife at work 
in her porch , asked her, what was the reaſon 
that ſhee was not at the meeting , ſhee anſive. 
red, I think I ſhall not come there any more, 
thereupon he asked her. ſaying, why then did 
you-come among us, you may go among the 
Preſbyterians to Mr. Forde, who is for general 
admiſſion , as ( ſaid he ) he declared, at the 
laſt general meeting of the Miniſters 1n Exeter: 
hereupon my wife defired me to go with 

her to Mr. Forde , which I did, and ſhee asked 

of him, whether he did ever declare him- 


ſelf to be general admiſhon to the' Lords Sup- | 


'per; who anſwered, he was never of that 
opinion, and whoſoever ſaid that he was, 
did much wrong him. This traducing of Mr. 
Forde, and their common {lighting of others, 
that axe not of their way ( though never ſo 
godly®) helped to heighten her diſlatisfac- 


tion. 


Within few dayes after came one ( now an | 


Elder of their Church ) to admoniſh my wife 


for not coming to their private meetings ; To 


whom ſhee anſwered. ſhee intended to come | 
no more amonglt them; for that there was ' 


ſuch kind of praying and carrying on deſigns, 
that ſhee could no way cloſe with , _ re- 
ferred him to me for the farther knowledge of 
her mind, fhortly after he brings with him 
one 


” 


RS 


by 


>? 


_ = 


"—__ hdd CATS — % & na” 
_—— — 


one more, and after oat others came, but ſhee 
would give them no other anſwer then for- 
merly, nor admit of any other private diſ- 
courſe with them ( remembring how Mr. Parr 
was entangled by them ) unleſs they would 
admit two perſons, whom ſhee ſhould appoint 
to hear their diſcurſe 5 This would not pre-, 
ſently be granted , pretending, that no others 
wereto have to do with the butines of their 
Church , which I look upon as a dangerous 
principle 3 bur at length they conſented, and 
| when both parties met together 3 They were 
| acked what they had to lay to her charge, who 
 anſweredto this effe&t , that they charged her 
for going from. their Church which , they 
| faid was Schiſme, and no other thing had 
| theyto charge her withal; to whom the other 
partie anſwered, ſaying , you are the Schiſma- 
| ticks in rending from other Churches, and 
| produced Mr.Cawdries Book to prove the ſamez 
| Which was-all the ſubſtance of the debate at 
; that repay Shortly after this Mr. Stzcley 
| defires to ſpeak with my wife , who ſent him 


—— 


| word that ſhee would not come to him ſingle 
| oralone, but if he and Mr. 2/all pleaſed to 
{ meet two other Miniſters with her , that ſhee 


ſhould nominate, ſhee would ſubmit to their 


, | Joynt determination, But this was utterly 


retuſed by him 3 although it was offered. him 
again and again. After the former Admoniti- 
on 


. thoſe things before mentioned, at which ſhee 


on by thoſe of the LNG my ſelf uſed argu- 
ments to perſwade her to return to Mr. 8] ® 
cleys Church: preſſing them:with ſo much ea; St 
gerneſs ; and harſhnes, that I have cauſe to re. 
pent, forſtrayning the ſtrings ſo high , that! 
it brake oat into ſome words of heat, and dif- 
content 3 but at length, I and my wife ac; 
corded to have the Caſe juitly ſtated, whether 


was ſo much offended, were ſufficient cauſe 
to withdraw from Mr. $tzcleys Church , and | 5* 
g0 to another. Now where to find fit perſons | 
tor the refolving of this queſtion:, we-knew, 
not for the preſent , being both of us tender ſh 
to engage the Miniſters of this City, Jegſt it 
might prove of ill conſequence, or beget ſome | 
Animoſlity berween them n the determi- K; 
nation of the queſtion; and therefore we mu: | 
enally agreed to go to. Turton; 'where we | M; 
thought we might be well. ſatisfed' by. fone | 
friends there , without' more ado.3: the time | 
for our journey was prefixt and theiday came, | '!* 
but a friend that was to.accampany us ; being 
imployed upon ſome publick bufinefs, our 
journey was put off, and no other day appoin- 
ted ; My wife having waited about ten dayes| 
longer, and I roo often prefiing arguments Þ G 
againſt her withdrawing from Mr. $racleys |, 
Church, ſhee became impatient of farther de- Þ ſy 
lay, and told me that ſhee would go ſans 
; where 


| 

where to be reſolved, and riſing early jn the 
morning,having given a charge to her chiefeſt 
Cervant-maid to be carefull of her children 
until her return, ſhee went away, but whe- 
| ther ſhee went I knew not for the preſent, 
| which exceedingly troubled me; I then appre- 
| pending the il] uſe would be made thereof, 
Towards the evening of the ſame day I under- 
ſtood that my wife was gone to Hozitor , whe- 
c. | ther] rode that evening unto her.,and we lod- 
F gedthere that night in a very friendly man- 
1 ner, and the next morning when Tawaked, 
' aking her whether ſhee intended her journey, 


4 


a ſhee told me that I had too long delayed her , 
er 

. and that ſhee was now reſolve for Taunton: to 
| her friends, to be ſatisfied about the former 


" { queſtion; and for that purpoſe had ſent toa 

| Kinſman of ours in Somerſet, to bring my 
| Mare, which he there kept, and furniture 
| with him to Hozritor, to Carry her to Taunton; 
bs | which was brought that morning according- 
ag ly ; AndI had then a great mind to have car- 
= ried her thither,but our friend with us, having 
"ur, | ie! Fas occaſions to. return to Exeter , we 
+1 WI lingly came home together with him 3 re- 
yes ſolving upon another journey thither after- 
it; Yards 3 which we undertook accordingly. 
| oj | But failed of that full ſatisfaction we expected, 
Fu Mr. Stucley having been there with our friends 
rw” beforehand , and (as I have cauſeto ſuſpe&t) 
had 
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Shortly after we were returned from Hoxitn 
I remembred my wife of her failing or mik 
cartiage, in notacquainting me with her johr 
ney , who anſwered (with tears) that ſhee wy 
ſencible of the evil thereof , but intended ng 
harm thereby, and deſjred the Lord to hurs 


| ble her, and forgive her for it, and prayed 


me to forgive her , which Idid with all ny 
heart. Br” 0 
Now,Reader, I have given thee the true ind 
impartial ſtate and ſtory of the occaſion, man- 
ner & end of my wifes going toHoriton,which 
Mr. Stucley hath repreſented by a falſe perſpe 


ctive, or multiplying-glaſs, and moſt unwor{ 


thily terms, running away from her huſband; 
whefeof ſhee never had the leaſt thought, 
Behold , and wonder, this is her capital crime 
that he- paralels with inceſt , This ( by hi 
dodtrine) is a ſin unpardonable by a huſband, 
without his Churches ſatisfation: But ( thatl 
may not digreſſe but go on with the ſtory 
take notice , that his Church ( poor ſoul; 
being poſleſt and bemiiſted with prejudice, 


EPL, LL 9. ».\ 
had tampered with them about our buſinegl 


though they knew neither the occalion , no 
end of her journy,they too gladly take advan 
tage thereby , and hereupon two othets 
his Church were ſent to my wife , with whon 
ſhee refuſed conference, unleſs upon thi 


terms before expreſſed, and began to be vet} 
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# rough with them; telling them, that they 
4 ſhould forbear her houſe, for that ſhee appre- 
kended they did ſer her huſband at variance 
with her , | Inn having ſeen a letter of Mr. 
$avery, one of their members, written unto 
me, carrying ſo much (if not more) in the 
ſence thereof; and ſhee having likewiſe heard 
yeel the cxpreſſion of another member of theirs , 
/ who , ſpeaking concerning my wife 3 ſaid 
untome , if the unbeliever depart, let her 
ing] depart : Afcer this Mr. Stucley, with Mr.2all, 
pretended they had a mind to treat with two 
ather Miniſters(but ſuch as themſelves ſhould 
«| hominate) about the premifles , whereppon 
X my wife propoſed Mr. Forde ahd Mr. Marke 
14:1 Dowje to treat with them , both. of which Mr. 
he} Stackey refuſed , ſaying , he had burnt his fin- 
| gerswith Mr. Forde already , and Mr. Dowre 
his] Wasan Ingaged or a F 3 man. So that 
od propoſal took no effect : Hereupon reports 
were brinted, by ſeveral of the members of 
| Mr. Stucleys Church 3 That they: had an intent 
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to proceed againſ(t my wife , by way of ex- 
communication , whereat I took occaſion to 
abſtain from their private meetings , at which 
they were much offended ,. and ſent to.me, to 
| come to*the Church, which occafioned me to 
| Write them this following letter in anſwer ; 
| which I thought good here toinſert at large , 
;4 that the Readet may ſee the truth of WRAt 
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Mr. $tactey fayes, that I never did or ſaid any} 


thing to prevent it. 


n 
eA letter from Mr. Toby Allein! 
to Mr. Lewis Stucley tobe com- 


municated to his ( hurch , befm 
they excommunicated his wife. 


Hriitian friends , The occaſion of my writing | 
fo you is this, Mr. Rolls aud Mr. Eveleigh' 
were with me yeterday , deſiring me to come| 
to your meeting this day , which Twas minded uv 
do , but conſidering with my ſelf, what was beſt 
fo be done, I choſe rather to write becauſe of my u- 
fitnes to ſpeake , eſpecially before ſome , who hav 
already much defamed me, as to make me a ir 
jurd man , And why? 


Becauſe Mr. Matke | | 


a 
Ww 


Down baptized my child , other defamatim ſo 


there have been , but Iſpare , and forgive with 
out their asking me mercy , If you deſpre a reaſon 
of my forbearance of your company , It is this, 
when my wife and you + nw could ſeldom met: 
with any of you, but a little after ſalute, preſent 
ly the diſcourſe was about my wife, in which | 
could take no felicity it being but as vineger, 
gravel to my teeth , eſpecially the ſaying of one, 


; 
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If the unbeliever depart , let her depart , This aud 
ſuch like ſayitrgs begat in me ſome diſſatisfa@Fion, 
which, for want of better obſervation , Ithought 
zed, which , when my good father heard of, Tre- 
member bis adviſe was this,next to peace withGod, 
ard your own conſcience , which 3s the effe# of 
the former , preſerve peace in your family , eſpeci- 


| allywith your wife , which T have done , and ſhall 
| maintain, and if any be offended thereat , let 


thew be offended , although you be very deare unto 
me fill , for whom T ſuffer daily 5 As for my ab- 
ſence from your private meetings , to mee it ſeems 
unreaſonable any one ſhould aske a reaſon thereof , 


| you know what debates and diſcourſes you have had 


about my wife , and how diſagreeing to a buſ- 
bands affeFion would it have beer , if 1 
ſhould have been there , eſpecially . being of 
another apprehenſion as to that thing , then you 
were, for T perceive after long and ſerious conſi- 
aeration, that the ſirſt ground of my wifes diſtaſte 


with you , was her earneſt love to me , fearing 


\ ſome evil might happen as to my life , or eſtate by 


Jjoyning with you in a Petition you ſent up to my 


| Lord Protector , which was occaſponed thus , 
| There was a man of good underſtanding came to 


| vifte me, Amongſt the reſt of our diſcourſe , he 


arked me whether I had ſigned the Petition the 
Church ſent up 5, I anſwered, no; He replyed, 1 
am glad with all my heart you did not , for there 
* that in it , for which ſome eminent  States-neen 

B 2 have 


fot with me, And as to the other C 


(14) 


have loſt their lives , And that was for ſeeking | 


diſſolve the Parliament , which my wife heavin 
defired me I would have a care. Afterwards 6 


ther things followed , which increaſed this disſs 


tisfation 5 andtruly made me to ſtagger; Su 
things as theſe (indeed) are the onl yway to bre| 
and Ruine the Church Beſides this , how am| 
perplext to hear daily the Scoffs and Taunts when. 
with ſome of our brethren have every where at thei 
doores;, and ſhops, and tables wilified her , fy 
whom I am to leave father and mother : Far m) 
Forbearance of the Lords Table, I have (I cifeſe , 
defercd to be humbled for it ) abſtainecd too long, 
foo long. But you know who is unſatisfied withme 
(Thomas Savery ) and, as I ſuppaſe , can hardy 
+45 os of Chri 
here, I have forborn in part to partake with then 
berauſe T would not offend you 5 But having we 
conſulted with thoſe more wiſe and godly thu 


4 


E 
F 


V 
C 
ac 
in 


hi 


my ſelf, Thave taken up this reſolution to ſe}, th 
the Lord to prepare me to partake with both, u\ he 
occaſion offers and I ſhall endeavour to wipedf| dii 
(what Tcan) that ill name , which IT fear is tw be 


| 


juſtly layd on us ( ſeperatiſts.) Now, T ſhall ds, hi 
fire you to ſend me word , whether T ſhall mect yut ne 
at the Lords Table the next time, that 1 may dif4 un 
poſe of my ſUlf, according as T ſhall hear fron an 
you, And if you have any thing to offer me in wri lic 
ting., I ſhall kindly receive it , and return yl lo, 
anſwer with all humility 3 praying daily for Tl 


(15) 


wet! all, 1 recommend you to God, and remain, 
ring! 


4: Exon. 4» Yours to command in any , 

iſe.) Feb. 1657+ ſervice for Chriſt, 
Such h Toby Allein. 
reak| 
_— To my honored friend Mr. Lewis Stucley 
m tobe communicated to the Church 

my who (they ſay) are unſatisfied. 
0 m 
feſe 
long, 


bm. This Letter was ſent and delivered into 
dy. Mr. Stucleys hands, at the meeting of the 
brit, Church 5 who did not communicate the ſame 
hem, according to the direction thereof(and there- 
zl in(Ithink ) was neither faithful to me, nor 
thn! his Church, But the reaſon thereof (as one of 
ſ#, themembers told me) was, for that he appre- 
| j | . . - 

1,6! hended there was ſomewhat in it that might 
reef diffatisfie the Church ; But what that ſhould 
* t# be, I know not, unleſſe he feared it might 
[14 hinder their proceedings againſt my Wife, 
tyor neither could I ever get their anſwer there- 
ſs, unto, whether'T might partake with them, 
fron andother Churches of Chriſt alſo, as occa- 
wi lion ſhould preſent, whereof I ſpeaking to 
50 ſome of their members, their anſwer was, 
r ” That they were loath to admit me to partake 


" B 3 with 
| ; | 


(16 
with them in my fins : 2d I demanding off 
them, what were the ſins they. charged me! dic 
withal? they told me it was diſorderly walk.| Sts 
Ing 5 and being asked in what particulars] on 
They did inſtance in my carrying my child,; pri 
and baptizing it at Mr. Downes Church, and: of 
my not coming to their private meetings. The! tha 
next news we heard, was a Summons in wri.' wh 
ting, ſent by Mr. Stucley unto my Wife, giving anc 
| her notice of his Churches reſolutions to pro-| Pay 
ceed to Excommunication of her, on Mondy| (th 
the eighth of March then following Which, cal 


was in theſe words. ' len 
| Ing 
The Summons. | asf 


Mrs. Allein, This paper is to give you notice, thi 
all our endeavours for the reducing you havin; M 

« proved ineffeFnal, The Chitrch is reſolved to! 

proceed upon you, on Monday next, and thr 
to Excommunicate you , unleſs the Lord gr: 1 
you grace, to endeavour the ſatisfying of the! kn 
Church before that day; And this IT thought| we k 
fit to enform you of, that you may attend th juſt! 
ſaid meeting; my prayer is gaily for you, fir of C 
ſurely whatever you think , Tam in Ou 
March 4. Your ſoul-friend, pt; 
Exon. 1657. Lewis Stucle. alſo 
To Vrs. Mary Allein, at her houſe. - | cauſe 
Theſe in Exor. | whoſ 

| Mi 


» 5 


OI... 
off. My Wife baving received this Summons, 
ne! did, for the preſent return anſwer to Mr. 
tk. Stuckey , by the meſlenger that brought 1t, 
$;| onely by word of mouth 3 That before he 
d.; proceeded tothe work,he ſhould read the 58. 
nd! of 7ſajah,, But afterwards ſhe underſtanding 
he! that he had ſent the IikeSummons to Mrs.Parr, 
73.1 who was alſo a late member of his Church, 
no. and long ſince deſerted them 3 The ſaid mrs, 
0-7 Parr and my Wife, being willing to do what 
[y| (they conceived) beggmed them in ſuch a 
-þ. caſe, and (if it mighTbe) prevent their vio- 
| lent proceedings. ſent unto them this enſu- 
| ing Letter, in anſwer to their ſaid Summons 
| asfolloweth. 


S- 
mommy 


— 


_— — — — — ———  — - ————— _—_— —— — — 


bat 
», Mrs. Parr and Mrs. Allein, their anſwer to 
to! Mr. Stucleys Summons. 


en | 
ve  Clr.havin g received a ſummons under your hand, 
he! k_we have ſent you our anſwer as followeth: That 
þt| we know our ſelves gnilty of no crime, that may 
the juſtly deſerve Fxcommunication from any Church 
fo of Chri$f : However, as we deſire not to be Judges 
1n our own cauſe, ſo we think it not equal, to be 
, put upon: trial by you, and your Church , who are 
ley, alſo parties, as well as we 5 we deſtre fo have ony 
cauſe heard by underſtanding and impartial men, 


| whoſoever they be, and when we ſhall ſee reaſon 
My B 4. from 


(18) 
om Scripture, to convince us, you may reſt aſſy 
red, that we ſhall ſubmit to the Law and will 
Chriſt ; If this will not ſatisfie. but that you,ant 
Jour Church will proceed again us,we hope to fuf 
fer with more comfort then you can lay on you 
cenſure, becauſe we remember what Solomon, 


ſaith, Prov. 26. 2. And know what our Saviom! 


foretold, Joh. 16. 2. And that even Gods ſervants 
have ſuffered, as much as this, from Gods en: 
mies, we tremble to think you are not afraid tv 
draw that ſword againſt wg, who (throuch grace, 
we hope) are no way full as thoſe were, whom, 
we read to have been delivered to Satan, 1 Cor. 5. | 
& 1 Tim.1.20. We hope we have, and deſire ſtill; 
to lament, and repent thoſe evils we know on 
ſelves guilty of before the Lord 5 Ent we think, 
it no evilinus, to communicite in the Ordinan-| 
ces of Chrit, with any of Gods people, that 
will admit us into communion with them, and 
therefore we deſere you ſeriouſly to conſider what 
you do Andthis we deſire, as thoſe that wiſh ve- 
ry heartily well to your ſoul, aad all the ſoul: that 
are of your Church. | 


is 


Exon, March 7. 1657. Suſanna Parr. 
Mary cAllein. 
Theſe for Mr. Lewes Stuctey , Preacher 


ot tie Goſpel,and his Church in ho 
Is 


js 
$: 


fuf 
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This letter was Kin. and delivered unto' 
Mr. Stucleys hands , when he was aſſembled 
with his Church , at the houſe of Mr Andrew 
Raddon Poſt-maſter in Exor, the Eighth of 
March 1657. to excommunicate Mris. Parr, 
and my wife , in the morning before he be- 
an his own excerciſe, in order to that work, 
Andthe meſlenger (according to directions) 


| atthe delivery thereof ſpake aloud , ſo asall 
! the people might hear him, ſaying to Mr. 
| Stucley, Sir, here is a Letter from Mrs. Parr, 


and Mrs. Alleiz, which they deſire may be 
communicated to the Church, who thereup- 
on opened it, and he (with two others of his 


| Church, having lookr it over) pocketted it 
| up, and did not communicate the ſame to 
' theChurch, but afterward told the people, 
| that he had-received a paper, that had more 


of deſign in it, then any ſhew of humility, or 
repentance, and that he thought it not fit to 
be communicated to the Church:And ſo pro- 
ceeded on in his Sermon ( fince in print ) 
wherein having defamed them, with the 
higheſt defamations almoſt imaginable, he 


ſtood up and pronounced the ſentence fol- 
lowing. 


| (20) 
The Sentence, 


Frnees ( Brethren ) as Mrs. Suſannah St 
Parr, and Mrs. Vary Allein, have beer coy- h; 
vided of great fins, and foraſmuch as they han 
negleFed to hear the Church, we therefore,in th 
mame r is-+uy" —_ over to Satan for the 3 
deſtru@:on of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be'(4@ | = 
a in the - of Chriſt. Y fa. kt 


Upon pronouncing of which Sentence, the V 
Church made a hideous howling cry, that i fi 
did even aſtoniſh divers then preſent , which | W 
occaſioned the party that noted Mr. Stycleys | Kt 
Sermon, to write his prayer, which he made | ®! 
after he had pronounced the Sentence; which 


was as followeth. da 
We 

de 

The Pr ayer. | thi 

' Tet 


Leſſed Lord, we have left them where | &* 


thou bidſt us leave them, and we pray 
thee *let them have ſuch awakenings by 
Church-cenſures, that they may not ſtay ge: 
long there, Lord,” O that God would be plea-: 
ſed for them, fetch them away thence, Lord, 
there-hence, Lord, if they belong unto thee, | 
fetch them back again, Lord,back again.O let! hed 


them not reſt there,O let them have no quict| 
| in| 
] 


(21 

in their ſpirits there, Lo, O Let Satan tor- 
mentthem home, O let them be driven by 
Satan among us, we pray thee Lord, if th 
had not fallen out with thy Law , they had 


' notfallen out from thy houſe, they begun 
' with thee, yea long time before, before we 


gavethis ſentence, And now it 1s given, the 
Lord ſecond it upon them, that they may 
know, that we have not done it, in a re- 
vengeful way, givethem to underſtand that 
wehave wiſhed well to their ſouls to day,and 


' that we had not ſet upon this work, but that 
; weknow not how to anſwer the contrary, we 


know not how to anſwer the neglect thereof 
one day longer, and therefore we delivered 
them up, that their ſouls may be ſaved in the 


| dayof Chriſt, we beſeech thee that thou 


wouldſt make them know, that they are un- 
der the curſeof God ; Let them know that 


| they are gone out of this place accurſed; O 
| Tet them know that all their prayers, are ac- 


; would to God they had been 
| they are gone with the curſe of God at thei 
| heels, all their company will be account 


curſed prayers z and a]l the bread they pre- 
lume to ear is accurſed bread to them : And 
let them know, that their eſtates and priviled- 
ges are accurled to them, and that Tf they live 


; and die in their ſin, they are accurſed for 


everz Awaken them _——; = Lord ; 
ere to day, but 


COm-»- 
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company to them, and we can ſee them ny day 
more 3 we may not go unto their houſes any| ſtr; 
day more, we may not come near them, | ſon 
in the daies of old, O Lord, That they might by 
be aſhamed, let them be aſhamed, They hay! Lo 
foreheads of braſs, but O thar _ might be? chi 
aſhamed 3 O Lord, how glad would we be to! 
ſee theſe poor worms crawling to this houſe! det 
i another day; ſurely, there 1s that upon their! the 
F backs that they will not get off, till they re. iti 
pent; there is that upon them will fe let 
them, unleſs they return, there is that upon; be 
them, will coſt them eternal flames , unlefle! be 
| they return. Now the Lord pitty them, we. re 
| would fain have theſe wretches,their fleſh de} da 
| {troyed; ſome of us have feen a great deal! th 
of pride, and agreat deal of ſelf-conceited- -in 
neſs, and a great deal of hatred, and a great! Gc 
deal of ſelf-confidence, and a great deal of} ah 
deceit, and a great deal of hypocrifie 3 O how| thi 
hath Satan befool'd theſe creatures ; they off 
thought to have gotten themſelves a namein| be 
thy houſe, and thou haſt turned them out of ne 
thy houſe, thou wilt not allow them a name] mi 
in thy houſe ; they ſhall not be ſo much a} lik 
within our gates ; O for ought we knew,thej! {0 
ſhall be no more dwellers where God dwells; m 
what a ſad thing is this : but, Lord, pare off th 
that fleth,and then they _ return and ſtand] th: 


at thy gate, and beg a bleſſing; O that - le 
aj 


| 
| 


co 


(23 | 
n no] day may come , O this — HM hath been 
any] ſtrangly wronged 1n our dayes, neglected by 
, a] ſome; and deſpiſed by ſome, and wronged 
phi] by others, But it is thine own appointment, 
vw! Lord, And good Lord , Ifit be thy will, let 
the! chis be the fruit , the return of their Spirits 
eto! tothee, by giving them repentance, and en» 
uſe! deavors to be brought in, and reconciled to 
heir! the houſe of God, that they might know what 
re. itis to break covenant with thee; good Lord, 
mn; let them never be quiet, O wee know there 
"00; be many Agents here will be endeavoring to 
le} bear to them this very ſentence, O, let them 
we. remember to writ down in their books this 
de} dayescurſes, let it Iye upon their hearts when 
leal' theylye adying 3 O let not thy name be taken 
ed -in vain this day,lIt will not,there 1s arighteous 
eat! God in the heavens, in the heavens ; there is 
of} aholy God above, a God that will find out 
ow| this fin, and make them know that they have 
7 offended one of thy little ones; O it were 
10} better a mill-ſtone had been hung about their 
of) necks to day 3 O ſurelie this is worſe then a 
me; mill-ſtone, a heavie mill-ſtone, and therefore 
3! likelie they have offended many little ones,in 
7} ſa doing: we ſhall pray for ought we know no 
Is; more for them, let us not pray for them, avoid 
of; their compamie, but remember in our prayers, 
nd} that ſuch and ſach perſons are this day accur. 
his} ſed, & the influences of heaven ſhall be ta- 
lay} . . ken 


2A): 

ken from them, their reading hours ſhall ng ſe 
roſper to them ,, and their hearing hour ne! 
all not proſper to them, before they heaj - 
his Rod : all the influences ſhall be ſtopt tilf ve! 
they return to thee; God 1s baniſhed out & un 
their preſence, O we pray thee, let us bewar flec 
to look to our feet, to walk in thy waies, and| M1 
be with us in the remaining part of this day; the 
we bleſs thee Lord we have done the work, tic! 
we were long a doing of it, and bleſſed hy] ted 
God we have ſome peace in our conſciencs mc 
ſince we have done 1t, yea bleſſed be God we bel 
have done it, and blefled be God we we 
go according to our light, and blefled be God bli 
we do notendure a Rebel among us; aRe/ toi 
bel among us, make us faithful to thee, and; for 
——_ —_— _ and to live as becometh! acc 
t ople, and ſo pray and engage together, - 
pc ox. ran rar" and A with ano; of 

ther, that this might be rhe laſt hour that we! t0 
take the rod into our hand ; O we pray thee, tra! 
let this be the laſt Excommunication, let this St 
be the laſt rod we take into our hand, and | Ch 
it be the laſt hour we are put upon curſing wh 
work, we pray thee,let's be put upon bleffing au 
work, the Lord be with us in the remainint Lay 
art of this day ; And all we beg for the Lon anc 
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The prayer being ended, Mr.Mall ſtood u 


and ſaid to the Congregation, Now we _ 
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ſeparated the pretious from the vile, let's re- 
new our ſolemne league and covenant. 

And taking his text out of Nehemiah, g. laſt 
ver. preached A , and vented moſt 
uncharitable and invective paſſages , and re- | 
fetions on my wite. Some of which are infi- 
nuated in his pretended reaſons, ſet down in 
theBook after Mr. Stxcleys Sermon , the par- 
ticulars whereof, I ſhall here omit, as too 
tedious to relate; and in regard he was fo 
modeſt, as to print but a peece of his Sermon 
being(it ſeems aſhamed of the reſt as he might 
well be)Iſhall here paſle it over,without trou- 
bling the reader therewith it ſounding much 
tothe ſame tune with Mr. Stucleys Sermon ; of 
ſome part whereof, I ſhall give youa brief 
account , by and by. 

And now having given you a true account 
of the whole ſtory and ſtate of the buſineſs as 
to the matter of fa&, that hath been ſo 
tranſacted and falſely repreſented by Mr. 
Stucley, I leave it to all unbyaſled , juditious 
Chriſtians z to conſider and judge upon the 
whole matter , whether there were any juſt 
cauſe or ground, &c. warrantable by the 
Lawes of God , or man, for this their prafice 
and proceeding, or whether it was not meerly 
and onely for her deſerting them , and retur- 
ning to her former Paſtor. 

And ſo having finiſhed my Narrative , I now 


come 


'26 = 
come to take notice H and make brief an in 
ſwers or ſolutions to ſome of the moſt notof.9 
rious paſſages, and pieces of defamation, ſe 4 
down in Mr. Stxcleys printed Sermon , and. 
herein, it is not my purpoſe to take any noti 
ce of ſuch paſſages therein , as ſeem to Reflell gy 
upon the Presbyterian Miniſters in general ;af$; 
thoſe of this City in particular, Onely, ( alſ; 
am bound in dutie) I ſhall endeavour to cleaj.q,. 
the innocency of her, who is in ſo neer rela, 
tion tome, And this, if T ſhould forbear tf 4, 
do, well might the world think me an un 1; 
worthy man, in ſuffering my wites reputation} .,, 


_ and honor , to be buried under the reproach, ce 


and calumnie he hath caſt upon her. ho 
_— | br 

tec 

In Mr. Stucleys printed ſermon in My. &, 

Ma Ils Book. page7» ſer 

wh 


| The ground of our union with them was their ” 
fible cloſing with Chriſt 5 now when that viſibility ; 1 
ceaſeth , the union is to be diſſolved, &c. Fo 


| Solution. ” 
What viſibility , or outward appearanceq.,, 
Religion ceaſed in my wife , except that | tha 
for juſt reaſons, refuſed any tonger to holg g,,. 
communion with Mr. Stxcleys Church an an 
betook her ſelf again to her tormer Falter? | 10] 
: cenF 'ans 


_Sfemsby this, that viſible holines ceaſeth in 

] *j that have no longer a mind to continue 
f aq iatheir ſeparation ; what a reproach 1s here 
notgfonall the Churches of Chriſt ,, that are 
n, #:;orindependent that there is no vitible holi- 
> Wfegin the members of them : nay more, that 


noty ey oppoſe God and Chriſt in his Laws, as it 
cel lloweth in the ſame, 7.page: for my part, I 
il > &jow no oppolition my wife hath made to the 
Jawsof Chriſt ,, more then formely whileſt 
cletÞ;he' was a member of Mr. Stucleys Church, but 
relay 4hatſhe hath of late left them ,” Tam ſure her 
ar WM Fehavior towards me , and my family, is 
7 VR with the ſame circumſpection as formerly;can- 
on not aperſon outwardly cloſe with Chriſt; ex- 
ach, ceptin Mr. Srucleys Church > muſt they needs 
be held to caſt away Chriſts cords, to have 
— Þ broken the covenant with God, and neglec- 
ted his houſe, that like not the wayes of Mr. 
Sucleys congregation? Reader, this might 
ſerve to ſatisfiy the members of that Church , 
who were engaged as far as himſelf, But (I 
hope ) will not ſatisfie any underſtanding and 
.mdifferent men. 
Fut ſhe contemned admonition private & publick, 
Sol. The Truth 1s this(wh atever My.Stucle 
was pleaſed to ſay) that the did not refuſe as. 
monition , even by them, Only, Knowing 
h that they wiited for her haltings , ſhe refuſed 
07 to appear before Mr. Stxcley ; or to talk with 


i J any of his Church; uales ſhe might have leave 
ro tobring ſame Minifters. or friends with het 5 


and there was god cauſe , for ſhe knew that 
© Mrs; 


Mrs. Parr going to, and treating with thenf 
alone , had been overreacht by them, whilltf po 
t had witneſſes of whar paſled ; and ſhg| th« 
had none. Beſides. what if ſhe had refuſed] the 
admonition from Ar. Stucley and his Church in: 
ſo long as ſhe was no more a member of it, bu tak 
was in actual communion with her formet| tal 
Paſtor , ſhe had left My. Stucleys Church , and m4 
all communion with it, and therefore was un. me 
der no ſpecial obligation to receive admonits| ME 
on from him , or any of his Church , and ty £x 
-_ the Truth , that was her onely fault | cat 
that ſhe left them 5 And her refuſing admoni- the 
tion was, her not ſubmitting to be treated} tlic 
withal alone, for fear ſhe might be again en $"\ 
| tangled by them. Neither my wife, nor #6, 
Pary were look't on as Refractory, and Rebel A! 
| to God and man, till they had no moreany| - 
mind to ſtay with them : this was their fault, cal 
which (I _ Ged hath forgiven them 99 
though for this they are excommunicated by dal 
Mr. Stucley and his Church. his 
Theſe reje& him as their Law-ziver & head, &c. wh 
Sol. What?becauſe they refuſe to be of Mr. Sal 
— Church ? that's the matter thaq?? 
hath kindled all this fire, ther's no Church hay 
but Ar. Stucleys and ſuch like, all other argÞ** 
look'c upon as Fabyloniſh , and Synagogues © for 
Satan; wonder not I ſo charge them, Beſide tha 
many exprefſions ſounding this way : Con ho 
] 


der how Mr.Stucley applies, 2 Cor.6.14,15, 16 

And to put it out of all doubr, when Imy 

ielf was reaſoning with 4r.Stucley to this purÞ;7” 
pole tha 


we 


7s. 


ro poſe, That Tthought I might communicate in 
he Lords Supper with his Church, and 0+ 
Cal thersalſo, meaning the reſt of the Churches 
<< |.in Exon, Hetold me, thatI could not par- 
but take of the table of the Lord , and of the 
ner] table of Divels. And wheras Afr. Stucley 
and] wakes it fo intollerable an evil, for good 
an] mien to. be forced to live amongſt wicked 
itzl men , I grant it , But Gy withal, that theſe 
| to] excommunicate perlons as they communi- 
ile | catein ordinances with godly Chriſtians, ſo 
ni] they have frequent civil ſociety with no 0+ 
*e} ther, then. (if compariſons be not odious ) 
giveas good Teſtimony of the grace of 
44,4 God ; as Mr. Sticley himſelf, or .the beſt of 
bad his Charch. He Stiles them Dogs, &c. 
an} - . Sol. Tis an Eafie matter for 1r.Stucley,to 
11;Þ call theſe poor opprefſed women dogs, he 
in | and his Church onely, are the children and 
| by Saints; But if thou wilt ſet afide their leaving 
bis Church , There is nothing in them, for 
| which they may not compare with the beſt 
11Saints in his Church, And I dare ſay this City, 
a2 which they were born , and bred , and 
chIhave ever lived , can w- no otherwife, I ap- 
ardPcal to all that know them 3 But it's policy 
$ of for him , firſt to debafe and vilifie thoſe, 
deg that he intended his Church fhould Curſe 3 
n{ He that will kill a dog , muſt give it out that 
i64he is mad. | 
my Pg, Mr. Stucley cites Prov. I. 8, 9. fie- 
murſove thy way far from her, &c. And adds, 
oe}? at tis dangeross to rome neer the houſe of ſuch, 
| GE & 2 ol. 


Sol. What is this but to inſinuate my wife 
ſuch a one as is ſpoken of in that place ji 
a very ſtrumpet. : 
I cannot forbear to ſay (it ſo neerly confthe 
cernes me) that this inſinuation, is a baſe angplc 
landerous belying her, who never came intg n 
the leaſt ſuſpition of any ſuch crime, Hat ki 
Mrs. Parr been guiltie of ſuch lying, as thig] wt 
| I, andothers had bgen more ſatiched in het to 
i excomunication then we now are,or can bel thi 
P.9. Whereas in the ſame page towardy © 
the end, Mr. Stucley faith, He ought to pull bat 
off the maſking robes and vizards , Ofc. | 
Sol. He diſcovers himſelf, what many bej fo 
fore now never believed him to be (viz. ot 
A man that (cares not what dirt and filthhq to 
caſts on any that cares not for his izdependen ni 
wayes. They have deceived him(as he faith Ci 
But the truth is they were deceived in him{ At 
and his Church , expecting when they enj pr 
tred into fellowſhip with them , that purity de 
which they never found, And now whet or 
they were diſappointed , and ſo apprehen 
ded their over-{ight, and went about tq T 
mend their fault , by returning to thoſq M 
congregations to which they formerly bq G 
longed , he judgeth them cauſeleſly. | CC 
P.10. He calls 1zy wife a Lawles woman, tha tl 
hnows noſubjetion, Ec. | al 
Sol. I cannot forbear to ſay . this is a mol S/ 
notorious belying her , whom I know to 
far otherwiſe, I have cauſe to bleſs God fol tr! 


ſo good and obedient a wife , and one thi 
. ON _ 


wife] orders the affairs of my family and calling , 
e iid] with'ſo much care and diligence as my heart 
#can wiſh, -Inſomuch that I have often left- 
confthe whole management of my trade and im- 
e alt loyment on her head and care, for a who'e 
* int joneth together ,. in my abſence, whenT 

id Rave kept - conn 500. people on work ; For 
this] what he charges her, about her going once 
1 hetj to Hoxton , I bave ſufficiently anſwered in 
1 bel the Narrative, to which I refer the Reader. 
ard} © Pag. 10. Again, Theſe have turned their 
| pull backs 0 pure ordinances , & c: | 
* } Sol. As if no pure ordinances could be 
found, but in Mr. Stucleys Church, or ſome- 
other of the ſame edition.Reader,be pleaſed 
totake notice , They were in actual commu- 
nion with the reſt of Gods people in this 
City, before they were excommunicated , 
And therefore did not turn their backs on 
pure ordinances ; but ſuch is the pride of In- 
dependents, they think there are no pure 
ordinances but in their own Churches. 

Pag. 12. The like ſtuff you have page 12. 
That now my wife and Mrs. Parr are not in 
Mr.Stzcleys Church , they are not among(t 
Gods people.Cannot enjoy the benefit of the 
covenant,See in what a ſad condition all are, 
04 that are not Independents. But I hope God 

{ and good men will judge better then Mr. 
10 Stzcley and his Church. 

Df Pag. 13. They are turned out from beholding 
of the carverſation of Gods people, fc. 

So.StiMr.Stzcl-y;Church areGods people 
C 3 and 


-v 4 > FY 


atd no other. But for that which he ſo mich 
commends:[ do aſſure thee, neither I, nor m 
wife could ever ſee ſuch eminency of god] 
neſs in their converſations,I ſhall not aſperſe 
them , I will onely ſay, Tknow many, very Jj 
many no -Ifdependents , in this City, of a ”; 
unblameable and godly converſation as any] 
of them , And my wife may ſee the convert, 
tion of thoſe (T hope) notwithſtanding ſhe] ;, 


excommunicate by Mr. Stucley. Bi 
Pag. 13. Inthe ſame page , God will lod 
ws, this day from that particular tie, Pc. |, | 


-- Sol. Mywife (Ihope) is not in ſoſady} 
condition becauſe Mr. Stucley and his Churchj \,, 
are looſe from theiT tye , It ſhe have other 
as godly and honeſt to admoniſh and exhon 
her, as ever ſhe had, I forbear compariſons, 

Pag. T4. I have no mind to deſcant upon 
Mr. Stzcleys fancy , in the fourtenth page, 
where he frames a parly between God and 
the Divel, tis abſurd enough. 

Sol. Onely I malt fay , he hath again ſlar- 
dred my wife, In ſaying ſhe hath removed 
the bourids; and that ſhe 1s a Lawleſs woman; 
The contrary to my knowledge is molt true, 
ind for this there are in this City as many 
godly  Chriſtfans to witneſs, as farr ex! 
ceed the namber of Mr. Stucleys Church. | 
know it1s a fad thing to be juſtly excom} 3; 
municated , at. 18. 18. But I know mani} he 
have been'excommunicated by the Pope,anq qr; 
ſome by the Phariſees , The queſtion is whe: 
ther thoſe -perſons were juſtly excommuni 

| Cate 


Ill cated? And that T deny, And leave it to the 
mf impartial Reader to Judge by the Narrative. 
ag.15. He cites Mr. Grenhams opinion of 
excommunication. They are among Zijms and 
Jijms , Oc . Ry” | 
$91. He need not cite Mr. Grenhams opinion 
ny] to perfwade me or my wife,what a ſad thing 
la excommunication is. I onely ſay the curfe 
ef that's cauſels,, ſhall not come : The Popes 
Bull is but a beaſt, when it roars the loudeſt. 
uſe Pag.17. Wheras contumacie 1s urged as 
| the reaſon of excommunication ,, and Mr. 
d 4} Antherford 1s quoted , with a ſufficient f{lurr 
hy upon him and the, Presbyterians. 
etl 90), 1 Reply that cannot be contumacie , 
ot} For that one act of indiſcretion ſhe hath 
at acknowledged to my ſelf; And (if-an error ) 
OM was ſuch (I hope) as was pardonabte by the 
3, huſband, without Mr. Stucleys indulgence. 
nd} There was no perſiſting in any crime, but 
onely her not coming to Mr.Stwcleys Church, 
a} And Mr. Stxcley cannot but remember the 
7d many overtures ſhe made , for a meeting of 
aj himand Mr. Mall, with other Miniſters,and 
u} her willingnes to ſubmit to their determina- 
mn tion, which herefuſed, as if he had been 
ex} Lord Biſhop Parramont, and his Church in- 
p ! fallible, for which refer yon to tae Narra- 
mM} t72e; But now (ftor-ſooth.) Contumacie muſt 
nt bethe foil to ſet off the faft, and a decoy to 
nq draw the Church, into this unwarrantable 
practice. 
Pag. 19. my wife is accuſed for reele7i:r7 
C4 fet- 


fellowſhip , and covenant breaking , and running 


away , Ofc. | | 


Sol. I anſwer ſhe holds fellowſhip with the 


Xeople of God , And for covenant breaking, 
Fre 1s ſo far guiltie , as ſhe was no more wil. 
ling to be confined to Mr. Stzcleys Church, 
but indeed, ofher own accord went from 
it, - for reaſons mentioned in the Narrative 
before. | 
If ſhe had made a covenant (which yet ſhe 
never intended) to walk with Yr. Stuckey; 
Church, and not with other people of God, 
It is an unlawful covenant, and fo better 
broken then kept. : | 
For her pretended ſcandalous runing from 
me, I have given a ſatisfactory anſwer in the 
Narrative by which the Reader may judge 
what a ſcandalous abuling her it 1s, to charge 
ber with deſerting her huſband , and famile, 
when in mine own conſcience, I know the 
contrary . and that ſhe never entertainedthe 
leaſt thonght of it, And except Mr. Sincley, 
and his Church, there is not one ſober man 
that knows her , ever ſaw cauſe to ſuſpett 
her cf {uch an unnatural act. >} e continueth 
to dwell with me as a dutiful and obedient 


-wite, the never ran from me, but only went} 
as far as Honiton with a purpoſe to go as far 
as Taunton, Thereto intreat the adviſe and 


aſiiſtance of ſome neer relations for ſatisfadts 
on touching thoſe differences , occalioned 
upon her deſerting their Church. 


Pag. i0.H hercas he charees her with her cont 
panion whom be [ets off with a daſh. Sol, 
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: $/l.. Tanſwer that' the woman hath been 
| her keeper for many years in child-bed , as 


ſhe was of many other- women of good ac- 


count and quality in this City , and was my 


wifes keeper)when in child-bed) all the time 
ſhe was in Mr. Stucleys Church, and yet then 
no exception againſt her; Beſides ſhe being a 
midwife , was a fit companion for my wife 
then great with child , for what mr. Stucley 
hints, and ſome of his members have ſaid of 
that woman, I am per{ſwaded they can never 
prove it , but do very much abuſe and ſlan- 
der her therein. 

Pag.19.20. When My. Stucley preſſes Tit. 2. 
5. Know Reader that he hath omitted ſomewhat 
that he ſpake in preaching to inſinuate into his 
Auditory a ſuſpition of my wifes caitity, wherein 
be did moit unworthily abuſe her. Sol. And 
ſo hath he done in what 1s printed Pag. 20. 
where he accommodates D. Tailors words 
toinſinuate her to affect merriment, and ex- 
penfive company , and acount the houſe a 
priſon which I can truly ſay ſhe is ſo far 
from as ( if compariſons be not odious) I 
know none farther;and ſhe utterly deteſts it. 

That which followes is to the ſame Tune, 


| All that I will fay is, that it 1s clean contrary, 
{ ſhenever look't on me as a Nabal, but hath e- 
| ver ſhewed me asmuch tendernes;and affec- 


tionate kindeneſs as my heart couldwiſh;ſhe 
never left her truſt, otherwiſe then any good 
houſwife muſt do , when ſhe is forc't to be 
from home, ſhe went out in a — 

e 


Pa LOR 
Or: 


ſhe intendedto diſpatch with all ſpeed , ang 
then to return _ to her familie; of whon| dc: 
ſhe pave a ſpecialchargeto her chiefeft maid} 
ſervant at her going 'abroad » How ſean 
dalous a report have they made of what had 
nothing blamable but a little indiſcretionin 
the manner of it, and of this ſhe was preſent 
ly fenfible, and cryed me mercy. 

Pag. 20, 21. For Mrs. Parr who is charged 
with Tin , &c. you may ſee by what is faid 
in the end of the 20. page, ſhe was not well 
pleaſed with the proceedings of Mr. Stucleg| 
Church, and for that let her anſwer. 

Sol. Onely this I can ſay, ſhe was lookt on| 
by them as a pretious; ſou], till ſhe had ; 
mind to hear ſome other Miniſters, and here} £0! 
began the quarrel which could not be ended 
but in her Excommunication, becauſe ſhe 
was peremptorie in her reſolution, not to 
be tyed from hearing of others; how far ſhe 
might forget her ſelf in diſconrſe with 
them,which they call tripping in her tongue,  * 
&c. Icannot ſay , onely (if ſhe did) it way 
partlie occafioned, by their tampering! with 
her, for going out ſometimes to hear ſom 
other viniſters of the Citie, in which , ſhe 
was ſo reſolved, asſhe choſe to leave Mt. 
Stacleys Church,and fo did,& was in commu 
nion with other Churches in this Citie, fo 
a long time before they excomunicated her. 

P.21, He faith, for my Wifes coming 3 
monglſr them, it was ſomewhat obſervable, & 
Sol. Tt js obſervable indeed how Mr. p 

cly 


(Id 
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Fay perfiſts.in his unworthy defign and en- 


deavours to {lur and vilifie her,whom (what 
ever malice faies) I have cauſe to ſay. to the 
glory of grace,God hath bleſt with ſom good 


i meaſure of knowledge of him and his will, 


and of her ſelf,and her duty, which ſhe hath 
manifeſted in the general courſe of her .con- 
verſation (the beſt charaQer of a Chriſtian) 
as all that know her, can bear her witneſs. 

' P,21. And whereas in the ſame page, he 


charges her for ozzifſron of the Church duties of 


| admonition. ef ce 


Sol. Note, what a good ſhepherd Mr. Stx- 


| cleyis, that in the whole ſpace of about four 


years, whilſt ſhe was of his Church, he 
could never fpie this fault, ſo as to reprove 
her for 1t,t11] the had left his Church,& then 


| hecan find it in his heart to curſe her for it. 


Pag.21.22. Mr. Stncley tells another ſtory, 
but very partially and untruly, charging my 
Wite with abuſing her ſiſter, &c. - 

Sol. Fhe truth of the ſtory is this : About 
four years lince, T obſerving my brother not 
tothrive in his way of husbandry, which he 


| then uſed, out of my affection to him, and 
4 care of his good, I (tt htm in a way of Serge- 
| making, wherein neither he, nor his witfe, 
] having any inſight, I gave them all the in- 


couragement and afiiſtance I could, both by 


| my advice and inſtruction therein, and ſpa- 
ring him mine own fervants of all ſorts, to 
ol carry on his work,and took off all the ſcrges 


he made, and ſold them at the ſame prizes 
=o with 


not - ger. advance to that rate, and 
Wife being alſo very loving to him, and 


his Wife, her ſiſter in Law, and deſiring their 


good, and thriving in their Trade, and} ; 


owing their gains, and obſerving: her 
ſter in Law not to be ſo careful and induſtri. 
ous as ſhe ſhould be, and as that Trade re. 
quired, and their expences riſing ſomewhat 
high, ſhe adviſed her ſaid ſiſter, to have x 
care that they did not ſpend more then they 
pot , Whereat her ſiſter took great diſtaſte, 
ut ſhewed no more care then tormerlie, my 
Wite fearing their going back in Trade,when 
ſhe went up into the Eaſtern parts, wiſhed 
her ſiſters mother to give her the like advice 
as ſhe had done, which, I apprehend , ſhe 
did, and her ſaid ſiſter being much offended 
at it,inſtead of imbracing this counſel, which 
would have done her no hurt, ſhe complains 
to ſeveral of the members of Mr. Stucleys 
Church, 'and had ingaged a ſtrong partie for 
her, before my Wite knew thereof, ino- 
much that it came to a hearing before Mr. 
Stucley,and by his means they were reconce 
led, and in token thereof, kiſled each other, 


J| g: 


| 


and afterwards frequented each others com 
panie ina very friendlie manner,at the Lords 
Table. and their own Tables, upon occaſion, 
for the ſpace of above a year together, eve 


until the time of my Wifes withdrawing . 


from Mr. Stzcleys Church. 
Reader, judge how fit it is for Mr. $/#c 
ley to rake up this petty buſineſs,” an of 


fence 


with mine own, which otherwiſe he could] & 


tr 


uld} fence indeed taken and not given, and 1 "" 
my[ gravate it in pulpit and print beyond all 

nd] truth, near three years after they had been 
ir] reconciled ,, and the ſame had been buried 
nd] in oblivion, of purpoſe to beſpatter and a- 
r {i buſe my Wife ; But I wonder not at it, when 
tri-| T conſider how ſuitable it is, to what him- 
re«| ſelf once told me upon occaſion of writing 
hat] a Letter to Mrs. Parr, That when he wrote 
eal Letters of that nature, he would have as 
ej} much of reflection in them, as he could, 
ſte} that they might be aſhamed to ſhew them. 
Pag. 23. My wife (I can truly ſay) putsa 
en} great price upon all Gods Or inances, and 
ed] in particular on Excommunication 3 ſhe is 
It] not ſoignorant as not to know the conſe- 
ſhe} quence of it, onely ſhe might perhaps ſpeak 
led ſlightly of their excommunicating her,when 
ich theythreatned her with 1t,as a man may {light 
in} the Popes Excommunication without any 
leys| prejudice to Gods Ordinance. 

Pag. 23. Whereas Mr. Stucley, pag. 23. in 
{o] his comparing her ſin, with the in of the 
Mr! inceſtuous perſon, ſaith, The inceſtuous per- 
CF ſox did xot ſeparate from the Church to avoid the 
er} cenſure, but ſo have theſe, &C. 

my Sol. Reader, take notice of a groſs un- 
16 truth; How can it be ſaid, that my Wife 
ON ſeparated from the Church to avoid the cen- 
ſure, whereas, (themſelves being judges) 
they had nothing to cenſure her for, before 
ſhe left them, they never ſo much as preten- 
ded any cauſe or ground for a cenſure until 


ſhe 


= 


* The had deſerted them, and long after, (i 1 


though they moſt unworthily fitted my lang 
domeſtick ſervants tofind ſomewhat to ach 1 
cuſe her of, but could find none. ' Note, thel 2 
pretended crime or cauſe of Excommunicas 


cal 


ting her, was in time, long after ſhe had lefthy... 
Mr. Stxcleys Church ; when ſhe left Mr. $tw; " 
cleys Church ſhe had done nothing in the leaſt; he 
that might incur a Church-cenſure, and, 
therefore it could not be rationally imagi. we 


ned, that ſhe ſhould deſert the Church to a+ _ 


. void a Church-cenſure. To this I ſay no F 


more, but lyars need good memories. _ 
For their perjury , Covenant-breaking, and |, 
chiſmr which are charged on them, in p. 23. |... 
Sol.T confeſs they have relinquiſhedMr.$ta: þ. 
cleys Church, and thats their fault, And yet 51, 
I dare aſſure you.my Wite had not done this |;F - 
had they not meddled with State affairs, and þ 1. 


had Mr. Stucl:y and his Church allowed her þ, c 
to communicate in the Ordinances with c- 
ther Churches, as there was occaſion. They w_ 
heldittheirſin to be tied to one Congrega- þ., 
tion,-and to be debarred fellowſhip with & þ;., 
thers, eſpecially there being ſo many op-hF 1 
portunitics of it in this place. eg 
Whereas inthe application, pag. 24. Mr. 
Stucley charges other Churches and Minitters 
for want of diſcipline I ſhall leave it to, 
thoſe Miniſters to vindicate their own pra- 
Ctice, I do not pretend to ſo much knowh; 
ledge and learning, as to meddleat all with 
tn, onelyT with, that they were a 
rom 


Fom tying, that Mr. Strcley gives the Sacras 
ent unto in his Church, I know none thats 
aty bffended at their exerciſe of diſcipline, on- 
ay 1, and many others think we have cauſe 
eo be fended. at theſe their proceedings, be- 
atuſe we know as bad tollerated amongſt 
eltFhem, and nothing ſaid to them , becauſe 
thithey have a' mind to ſtay with them, which 
alttheſe poor women had not; Alas (poor 
nd{guls) that they muſt needs fall into thoſe 
8-foul faults, that Mr. Stxcley, and his Church 
t kan by no means brook or endure. | 
m0 | For this third uſe of Information, pag. 27. 
re deſire to apply it for the comfort of theſe 
2d [oor oppreſled and deſpiſed women ; made 
3- ks the Scum and off-ſcouring of all things, 
* Iby his and his Churches abuſing of Gods 
© jholy Ordinance, hoping the wiſe diſpoſer 
5 of all things will order it to their ſpiritual 
advantage, by giving them grace to cleave 
oGod, when they are caſt off by men, and 
” to hold communion with others of Gods 
7} people to better purpoſe now they are ex- 
7” communicated by them. Once we are ſufh- 
® kciently informed, that they may be caſt out 
P” bf Mr. Stucleys Church, and yet be in the 
eadier way to heaven. 
Ir] Forthe laſt uſe of Exhortation, I muſt: 
"*Reeds ſay it is very proper for himſelf and 
Ohis Church, I wiſh them to take it home 


*pothemſelves, they have need enough of it, 
o Is very true, as he ſaith, The leavers is among 


hem, the leaven of the Phariſees, &c. There 
are 


wh 
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Wh, Wet 


90, that there may be no more lyaisfi 
amongſt them then there are as 245] Tar 
that are diſobedient; for my:Wite, Tl 

. the hath kept her bounds at home' {6:08 
as I deſire nothing more then her-peplſe 
Tance in 'that obedience and duty-thi 
yielded me hitherto, ' © 028 
\  Tſhall not trouble the Reader any fay 
with Mr. Malls reaſons, thatare' annex 
Mr. Stucleys Sermon, 'onely I defire'hit 
conſider, * how the whole drift of tus 
courſe, which was a kind of Sermawy 
that ſad and black day, aims ar-thif 
they onely are Zion, and the Ifracb@ 
andall others, as bad as the ſtranger 
whom Iſrael ſeparated in Neheariahs trenl 

For their renewing thetr Covenant! 
day 3 Iwilh they have done it heartilyy 
remember what they 'are bourid to by 

Covenantin Baptiſm, (viz.) To foriakt 
Devil andall his works, the vain pomp 
glory of the world, and the carnal al 

.of thefleſh, ſo as not to be led by then 
Wi FINIS. 


